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PRELIMINARY RESPONSE AND DECLARATION UND ER 37 C .F.R. §1.131 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In the present application, the Applicant has filed an Information Disclosure Statement 
identifying Japanese Publication JP-08302316 as a reference for the Examiner's 
consideration. (See original CP. A- papers filed via facsimile on July 21, 1999). The JP- 
08302316 publication was published November 11, 1996, which is less than one year before 
the present application's priority date of July 18, 1997. 

Prior to consideration of the JP-08302316 reference, and without conceding or 
admitting any particular relevancy of the JP-08302316 reference, Applicant attaches hereto 
a Declaration under 37 C.F.R. §1.131 which establishes that the invention disclosed herein 
relating to n-propylbromide as a zero-VOC solvent was made on a date prior to the 
publication date of November 11, 1996 of the JP-08302316 publication. As such, Applicant 
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submits that the reference, if applicable, would no longer be considered as prior art under 
35 U S C §102(a) in view of the attached 1.131 Declaration. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the present application, which was originally 
allowed on June 23, 1999, is Still in condition for allowance, even in view of the newly 
submitted JP-08302316 publication. Early notification of allowability is earnestly sohated. 
Should any issues remain in the present application, the Examiner is encouraged to contact 
the undersigned to attempt to resolve any such issues. 



RespectfuJly submitted, 

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN, 
MINNICH & McKEE LLP 



JL 



^2, 9b .15, 

Timothy E. Nauman 
Reg. No. 32,283 
Brian G. Bembenick 
Reg. No. 41,463 
1100 Superior Avenue 
7th Floor 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518 
(216) 861-5582 



r-lTPTTFTC ATE OF TR ANSMISSION FACSIMILE 
I hereby certify that this Preliminary Response and Declaration in ejection with , U£ Patent 
Application Serial No! jHfflaS is being txansmhteu by fecsunile "*» ™i^££J?W 
Attention Examiner L. Cross at Telefacsimile No. (703) 305-5408, on this < 3iir^y ^ Q^ojjer, \999. 
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3 i^te**^^^^ 11 - 1 ^*'***^™'**' 
frnm mv Laboratory notes (dales omitted), anfl otnex u»™ 

from my Uieoraiory trtlsIavember H 1996. 1 hereby declare that the afl^bed 

cffinpletion of the invention pnor to November 11, 
svidenriary materials were prepared prior to >I**nber- U. 1996. 

4 Specific. Exhibil I. attach* bo*,, sbo^ A* l-brutnoprcpane C« 

corf* «*. and racier, I, is noted *e l-bromopropa^ colons axe 
identified as useable in adhere, ink or coaling formulations. 

5 In attached, Exhibit 2, d» 1-bromopropane idnrflified as a zero 
volatile organic expound and ~ combined ^ ^ (»» id-ffied as a non-VOC 
c IpoJ. The of and acetone « • — 

differ** re^ous serial, The i-ta of the test identify ft* *• l-bro m op r opan* and 
^ ^ohtfnon would b, useful b ^ink or A** formulations. * » notod that 
The abiHty to function as adhesives is emphasized. 

6 . Each of The dates deleted ftom Exhibits 1 and 2 is prior to November 



11, 1996- 



in a 
1996 



7 it is submitted That the information in attached Exhibits 1 and 2 
^ the invention of n-propylbrotnide O-bromopropane) as a zero-VOC solvent 
solvent resin compel - «vM in this country at a dale prior to Member 11. 
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^ «— — -* **^*T* ^ ^ Section 1WI of Title U of*. 

Ufad M- Cod.. »d te MOM false — — -» «" 
application or sny patent issued tfaflteoni 
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